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2, In July 19L7, Soviet ofisiels visited various villaces in North Korea om o> 
reeruit nen for work in lumber camps in the USSR, The Soviets promised & 2 
daily wage of from 70 to 80 wor, and that toree meals a day would only £69 
$ won. Some of the Koreans who were hired that month were a 
jin, where they stayed in a contract laborers tcanp witil they leit on, 
18 November. At Chonsjin they were givet @ nane card, told bo destroys 


25X1 


4. 


documents and paper, and given a contract to sign. The provisions ofbiwa: 
‘contract were as follows: + ; Oe eee: 
1 Se, 


a. ‘The company will give 50 kilograms of rice, 2,000 won, a suit of 
cotton clothes, and one vair of werking shoes to the Laborer. 


bh, Wages will be paid according to the Seviet law. 


fe. hen the laborer is sick, he will be cared for free of charge and 
his wage will continue te be paid. 


ad. After two years, the period of the contract, the laborer wil be 
returned to Chongjin tree of charge. . 


e, The laborer will receive the sane amount of food as the Soviet 
Laborers o 


2. The ship, carrying 2,500 korean laborers, arrived at Viadivostok on 20 
Noverber. Doctors and nurses came aboard and checked the men. Then a 
Soviet official took away any paper or food that the fsoreans hed, and 
also took away their name cards, Later these name cards were used to 
call roll in the lumber camp. Vladivostok was partially frozen over, 
and thore were fifty 8,000-ton ships and 20 warships im the port. 


3, One hundred and sixteen Koreans were sent by train from ViedivesLo.. 
(131-5, 43-7) to Simonovka (about 132-00, li-JO) and then to the lumber 
camp at Zilanza, about 10 niles from Simonovka. The others whe were on 
the ship were divided between Iman (133-45, (5-55) anc Khabarovsk 
(13-06, h8-30). Refcre 1936 there were manv Kereans raising rice near Simon 
avke, but they were sent to the mountains te cut wood or to fishing sta- 


tions along the coast. ao 
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Aacut 30 vercent of the aioe: in the canon at Allanza were Cor 
Zed by Ki Chonenuk (2% < pvt ), assisted by TUN Yonj-- aya en 
lfowever, they were not Peal commmists, occacca members of th 
Korean Lebor Party, who were the real. Communists, had no necd to work in 


Tr 


the Uo. aAchually the group was made uo of OOF Yarners who could not 
sarosper under Communism. Lven in the USSR the Koreans found it hard to 
got alonz. In spite of the Soviet recruiter's promises, the Koreans were 
only vaid 15 won a day. The meals were always black bread and neotato 
soup. The Koreans were not dccustonad te the extremes of heat and cold, 
and namy of them cot malaria. For various reascus, only 35 out of the 
original 116 returned to North Korea jrom Cilanza. 


The Koreans and the Soviets did not ses along together totvwell. Citen 
quarrels would arise when the voviets vould attempt to set in the front of 
the line where horeans were waiting te ouy clack oread. In the spring of 
19L9 on one occasion th ae had to be called from. Simonovka to ston a 
fight which had broken out. The koreans cot a mayirun of SOO rubles a 

month for the same work for cated the Souiees received BOO rubles 2 


Besides the Koreans, there were 59 Soviet Lunbermen and 20 other Seviet 
employees and their. fomilies who vorked in the railway station and povern— 
ment store 


The lumber canp was headed by ¢ manager, vice mnanacer, and chiefs of the 
housins, Jinance, and laboring sections. The work day was eight hours. Those 
laborers who had three or more absences o week were tried before the Pooolets 
Court. . 


In Zilanza there was one store seliing black bread, which had four clerks 
and one baker, and one store selling food and clothing. Prices in these 
fovernnont-ouncd stores were as Lollowss 


bear ol] Lkg 20 rubles 
oats L ke 3,10 rubles 
iL let : lke z rubles 
rice 1 ke 15 rubles 
black bread Ler 3,00 rubles 


. 4 4 as eters 4 Bae oy aes. ise ' a 2 i 
Aboub 23 miles from the town was a po ernnentnoy ned Carn which retsed 
potatoes and millet. Those whe workel on the farm. were ¢iven 20 syorsses 
of their ovm to work alter hours. The; sold some of their pede a bo i 
Koreans in the lumber camo. 


The laborers dic no trav cling except co. Oundays, when they went in a croup 
with a Soviet boss to Simonevka., Simonovka was a city of 5,000 peonle which 
had a garrison of 200 soidiers. No pesses were needed for the 9. acts 
and the Koreans were given an identification card which they neve: 
easion to use. Since no Leaves were giver, the Koreans did not i: 
the country; however, they heard of Sonne tyrishche (1351), Liv) 4 
one parachute division was stationed. The Kereans were allowed be sey 
mers home .a.ber they had been censored by the factory officie’ : 
ost 20 rubles for ; postage and to's thee months to arriye in Nerd 
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20. In Novembor 1919, 35 koreans left cilanga by truck for Sahoye (Lie 


Gis 
h@e23) on the Covieteliorth Korean borcer, here thoy were civen 


the name cards which had been taien away Prom then in Viedivoste 


1947. After a thorough bascage inspection, they crossed into Te 
“orea, where they exchanged the nane cards for cortificates of ci 
shin. 
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ae coumant: The ofiicial ruble rave is four to cne United wbates 
Golare [| S———id ON uble equalled 1,006 North forcan 
25X1 won, while in previous revorts it was stated that in Labe LoL the 
“oviots were exchanging four won Jor one ruble. 


25X1 : : 
[sets omjent: One syong is equal te 36 square Leet, 
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